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Traumatic moment: Steve Young fies unconscious on the tud at Sup Dewil Stadium in the first half Maonday night after suffenng the latest in a senes of concussions.

‘1 am very concerned about myself’

Latest hit intensifies dlscussaon of footba]l ﬁlture for 49ers quarterback

By Richard Weiner
LSA TODAY

IPE. Ariz

% — The next
“ime, seve Young

said ever
retirement
ated  concus-
ago. things

her words, Young, who
on Oct. 11, would seri-
ously consider ending his Hall
me career.

“the next time” hap-
ping nation-

Well,
pened before a gas
al television audience Monday

night: Young. the top-rated
passer in NFL history, was
briefly knocked unconscious
after being sandwiched by two
blitzing Arizona Cardinals

And, though Young tried to
convince San Francisco 48ers
coach Steve Mariucei to put
him back in the game, he did
sound different regarding his
future following the 24-10 win

“l am much more sober
about it than ever before,”
Young said. "So, I will deal with
1t as realistically as possible, In
the past, [ was not as conscious
of my future. And now I'm
very, very conscious of mv fu-

lure.”
Asked about his future,
Young said, "1 feel like

don’t know. You know what [
mean?”

Rest recommended

Young spent Tuesdav having
tests und visiung with medical
experts at Sta University.,
The magnetic resonance imag-
ing exam showed none of the
“white spots” indicative of
brain trauma. but neurosur-
geon Gary Steinberg tno rela-
tion to the agent! is recom-
mending that Young miss
Sunday’s game agairst Ten-
nessee and possibly the next
St. Louis.

Because Young felt good
enough to return. he did not be-
lieve this concussion was as se-
rious as the ume he was
knocked out of the game by
Tampa Bay's Warren Sapp dur-
ing the season opener.
That marked the third time in
12 games Young had suffered a

snncussion.
Young was cleared o re-
sume the was held

ion in games Tollowing
1 three concussions).
But fus parents went on record
15 saving they ureed him 'o re-

ure. as did his ngent. Leieh
Steinberg,

"He doesnt have anvthing
more ;)1 former Wert

Getting it from both sides: The Cardinals’ J.J McCleskey 24 and Aeneas Williams sandwich Steve

Young. His head subsequently hit an offensive linerman’s knee. ‘it was a flash

body knows the real lasting ef-
fects of concussions. And he's
got oo much going for him.”

Young. in his 15th NFL sea-
son. has been sacked 10 rimes
in 2y: games and been repeat-
edly hit while throwing

"1 am verv concerned about
myself.” Young said

Rough season

The Cardinals sacked Yt
once and hit him four
Monday night. The devastatng
blow came at the end -
Arst half, w
beaten on one

d hack
n on the other.

slammed Young's head back-

ward and into the Knee of {9ers
tackle Dave Fio
*I 20t wisted around. and 1
200 4 shat 1o the hi ) the
Youne swd. For 4 sec-

cked me. As
115 about my
much better

.1 teit
;l.]r el

Should Young retire?
In a USA TODAY on-line
v of 3.802 people.

2. said Steve Young
should announce his imme-
di nt from foot-
¢ said no. he
should not retire

a fash, iike a boxer. it

. Boom
Young lay motionless until
regaining  consciousness

and

ce o the
ved in the locker
f the third

refusing as
line Yourg si

Saints dm"u.
as knocked

the hirdest ['ve
=een him hit. even when
Tampa Bav and
LA Express

%S plaved about as

it just went. “Boom.”"
gutsy and as tough as ['ve ever
seen him."” {9ers offensive co-
ordinator Marty Mornhinweg
said. “But he's grinding it out.
holding on until we start click-
ing. We're getting closer. That's
why he's been so positive.”

Holes to fill

The possible career-hreat
ening injury to Pro Bowl tail-
hack Garrison Hearst has n
the biggest reason for the

{19ers’ lack of protection, While
Hearst's replacements. Churlie
Garner and Lawrence thms
have !

umproved e
g has had no p
[ behind him t
ssure  Furthermore, the
new backs consistenty have
missed protection assignments
The {9ers’ offensive line also
has struggled after Pro Bowl

and center Ch
2d the season o

Blow to brain

Mondav nignt's v
aga A was
least tre fourth conc
ne has suflereg since
How a concussion occurs:

A blow to the
player's head

Damage occurs when
@ nerve endings and
blood vessels stratch
and tear as brain
rotates and rebounds

cue L83 TTCAY ‘esawie

having arthroscopic knee sur-
geries. Against the Cardinals.
the 49ers flip-lopped Derrick
Deese and Jeremy Newberry.
moving the veteran Deese
from right guard to right tackle
in order to protect the left-
handed Young's blind side.
The 49ers will be bolstered
this week by the return from in-

jury of tough-blocking tight end

Greg Clark., However. the Ti-
1ans are coached by Buddy
Ryan disciple Jeff Fisher. who
likes to stack the line on virtu
ally every play.

New approach

The changes in the 49ers’ al-
tack have been especially glar-
ing since the team led the NFL
last season in towal offense and
rushing. Much has been made
of Young's age as well

The most noticeable change.
however, is that Young has
been in love for about a vear
now: there has been talk of him
finally being removed from the
most- -*nmb b
Young
Jier about his future.

“Football is a great 2zame for
« lot of fun,” he savs. "[t's a tre-
mendous challenge. It takes all
vour wits, Especiallv this ve:

vou can tell. nothing is
smooth. You «

real challenge ik
last week. | m’lr'r-d DFP[JM'IW‘
for my reurement my
vear. So. when [ re

¢ be wonde

dontw

2uing

nope. 1o make <ure |

of that”




