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:The Cardlnals have 1ost
fouf strmght and ‘the; lofty .

expectations the team .had
sthe season have been

saround.
"W Even
though we are

this willbe's playoff team.
+ So Dockett ‘Committed the

bulk.of his:career tothe Cards

© " MORE ON PAGE C9 -

i . CARDS NOTEBOOK:

: Some fabricated quotes find -

their way to:Chicago and
o Ahe Bearsget riled up.
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Fnday, when he sagned a five-
year contract extension
through. the 2011 seasom. It
wasn't exactly .a.chore;: given
that the dealswill: hand him
$7 million in bonuses over the
n‘éxt six 'months’ and’;gould
poteritially pay Doc‘kett ¥
$22 5 tillion. :
2 But it 'was still‘a barometer
that players haver’t bailed on
tl’le striiggling franchise.
¥“If"*you” approach players
ear'ty {on contract extensions)
they are always. receptive,”
vice president of football oper-
ations Rod -Graves said. “(But)

piayErs zjthtuﬁes noware: -also:
better about wanting to ‘stay

hhre

A

f, SEE DOCKETT * PAGE C9
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<wants to. stick...

w4, T still
believe in ‘the: -

_ost' :

L0 JIMENEZ, TRIBUNE:

HANGING ARUUNI:P Cardinals defenswe tackle Darnell Dockett goes after 49ers running back
Frank Gore in the season-opener. Dockett signed a five- vear cuntract extension Friday.

" DOCKETT: Cardinals lookmg
to lock up other key players

EROM PAGE €1y

Ti}e‘" ‘Gardmals‘ h’ad“ ‘more
than $10'million in’cap space
available,
eaten up- by an im.medsate
$3.5 millidhi - bonus.- Dockuut

will also receive a $3 5 million.

roster-beniis earlynext year.
Dockétt’s- 2006 salary of
$425,000 doesn’t change. His
salaries in the new pact will be
$510,000 in 2007, $3.25 million
in 2008, $3.5 mal[mn in 2009,

$3.75 milhun in- 2010 and'-
$4 million in 201t His salary. .

cap charge in 2007 will only be

about $1:2 million.. ‘
© - “Alot of people talk about

the Cardinals, *The Cardinals

_are cheap, they dont want to

spend money,’ ” Dockett ‘said.
“I don’t think this is that. I am

a true believer. Hopefully they

keep ‘the guys- around here
that want.to win and they get
more guys in here that want to
win.”

‘Graves. said, the team Wlll

contmue to look -at other cur-

rent p]a}_rers contracts. that’

they might extend during the
rest of the regular season. He
also said the team is evaluat-
ing who is part of the core.

group the Cards want to-

buf, that will be-

retam and who won't be back
next season..

“@raves wotldn’'t be specn'—
u:, but there are a handful of
players that the franchise will .
be closely monitoring.. -

Lmebackers Karlos Dans-,

‘by; who - is” signed:: throug_h

2007, and Gerald Hayes, who
will be-an unrestricted .free
agent, are two potential tar-
gets. But in Dansby’s case, an

injury-filled training camp-has

-stopped that talk and neither

‘player is currently in negotia-
tmns with the team.

* One player who hkely won’t
get. en ,extension is tackle .
Leonard Davis: Davis,’ an
unrestricted free agent-at the
end of the season who is mak-
ing $9.2 million, is on'the trad-

. ing block and almost certainly -

will hit the open market m

' March

The Cardmais felt strongly

! about keeping Dockett.

In five games this sedson,

' Dockett has’ 21 tackles, a-sack

and a fumble .recovery.’ He'
beconies the latest in a strmg
of contract extensmns _over
the ‘past few, years — aiong
with' safefy . Adrian Wilson,
receiver Anquan Boldin and
kicker Neil Rackers. The

Cards_ also matched an offer
. sheet to restricted free agent

# guard ReggieWells.

Dockett was frustrated on

_ draft day when he slipped to

the-third round. He said the
contract validates his belief he
was undervalued. -

“I"look back at all the guys

who went in front. of me. and
80 percent of them ain't doing
nothing,” Dockett said.
. Coach Dennis Green said
Dockett's play had been solid
the past two seasons but that
Dockett has played hxs best
this season.

With the Bears v151tmg Ari-
zona ‘Monday night, Dockett
acknowledged a little irritation
about hearing about the Bears’
Tommie: . Harris, 'a fellow
defensive tackle and friend of
Dockett’s. Harris was drafted
in the same ‘year as Dockett,
but in the first round.

“] take it on as a challenge

.this whole “week,” Dockett

said. “I know they're going to

. talk about  Tommie Harris
“during the game. My goal is
- they will be talking about me,

too.”,
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