NO;GOOD: Kicker Ne!] Rackers (,1) grabs hls face mask In dlsgust after misslhg a; 40 yard field goal that would have qlven the Cardlnals the. Iead in the

TRIBUNE

Ir'nal rninute of Mondaynlqht s game at Unlversity of Phoenlx Stadium, .
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Lemart was a star agam, complet— )

ing ‘24 of 42 passes for 232 yards;

two touchdowns. and no intercep-"

tions. Receiver Anquan ‘Boldin

made up for injured cohort Larry .
- Fitzgerald: by catchmg 12 paSseB'.-

for 136 yards. ._
Stat}stmally, the . Cards woi

“everywhere — except the"

scoreboard,

‘“Anything positive,” safety

Adrian” Wilson lamented “always )

. turns intoa negatrve forus.”

The points were painful.
The Cardinals‘were dom}natmg
with a 23:3 lead with just seconds

left in thé third’ quarter when a’
blo_ckmg ‘assignment mixup — -
tackle Oliver Ross allowed Bears™

" defensive end Mark Anderson an
unimpeded shot at Leinart’s blind
.against the Rams and Chiefs-inthe
two “previous home games, deom i

side — resulted in-a sdack, a fumble

"and a Bears touchdown as safety

Mike Brown ‘scooped up the ba.ll

‘and returned it 3 yards.

At ‘that point, the Cards were

.stlll in- control -and grinding time
- off the ¢lock. But with five minutes”
left, running back Edgerrm James

~— who got liis carries {86) but not "¢
“many. yards (55) —. was stripped

by Bears linebacker Brian Urlach-

er, and Charles: Tillman retumed‘
- 1640 yards for a score.. X
* “Defensively, we.’ stepped up
; when we had to, plis I wasn't.get-
Aing blocked, so that always Works
- out good,” Urlacher said. “It. didn’t
feel like T was getting blocked at’

least. It seemed like it was just me
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:INALS., Find ‘another wa- to lose

andEdge
Just like the games b]own

was on the way.-
In this case, its face was punt
returner Devin Hester, who took a

"Scott ‘Player boot two minutes

later and raced:83 yards for the

- go-ahead touchdown.

“Yet Leinart ‘was unfla pabie on

‘the. final drive, completing.5 of 6, 7.

passes to take the Cards 89 yards
to-set up Rackers’ attempt.

But ‘Rackers,' 40-0f-42. on" field
“goals in his' Pro Bowl season of a
_year ago,
"attempt of, the game and fifth of

‘missed his second

the season.

“Tve let my teammates. down .
Rackers said, referring to- "~

thce,

RALPH FRESO, TRIBUNE _

'h:s miss- of a game—tmng attempt
-against the Chiefs. “I'm sick [‘or

these guys. We deserved to win.”
It was a sentiment that washed

‘through thelocker room.

“T-wish there was something T
could say. to “justify this,” said

~ defensive - end’, Bertrand. Berry,

who finally notched- his first sack

_of the season. “This just flat outis -

not fair. . .. It rips your heart out.”

Leéinart said next'week's ganfe

_at winless Oakland “is gut-check

time™ as the ‘team desperately—'

. searches for a way to win.

“We have to. learn-how to ﬁn-

ish,” Lemart said. “That s it, sm]-

p!e as tha
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